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HOW PREDATORS USE SOCIAL MEDIA TO EXPLOIT MINORS  IN THIS ISSUE 

men had been attempting to manipulate 

her daughter into sexual situations. The 

young victim told many of the men that 

Predators Use Social Media info@cybersafetycop.com (657) 206-6070 
that a minor will ever come into physical 

contact with a sexual predator in their 

neighborhood, let alone be snatched off 

the street, is very low. When we look 

again at the picture of a child sitting 

alone in the safety of his or her room, we 

she was 10 years old, but that only 

encouraged them to ask for explicit 

images. 
Predators who try to sexually exploit 
minors for the purpose of producing 

child pornography often share images or 

access to the child, with other predators. 

Every 

day, 

minors 

in your community are being targeting, 

snared, and manipulated by a world of 

sexual exploitation. They are enticed 
and sometimes physically coerced, inter 

selling themselves for sex. It’s called 

human trafficking. It’s modern-day 

slavery without the chains and shackles 

of a century ago; but its real and 

happening right under our noses. A 

community that says, “We don’t have 

that problem” is a community that 

hasn’t looked for it. How are these 

traffickers and pimps gaining access to 

minors? You don’t see them cruising the 

streets of your neighborhoods.  They 

don’t need to. They are being invited 

into your student’s life, into your homes, 

and into your child’s most private and 

intimate conversations through the 

Internet and social media. The chance 

see something new. The child sitting on 

their bed now has a mobile device in 

their hands, with Internet and social 

media access. Our social media- 

connected teen is not only exposed to 

the people in their neighborhood, or 

even the population of the United 

States, but to roughly 2.5 billion people 

on the internet. This translates into 

millions of sexual predators who have 

access to minors from the comfort of 

their own home. 

In December 2014, parents of a 10-year- 

old student alerted Cleveland Police 

Department that sexual predators ere 

contacting their daughter through her 

iPad. The device was intended for 
school-work, but once social media apps 
like Snapchat and Skype were installed, 

the tablet became a portal to a 

dangerous world. After about a month 

of unmonitored use, her mother 

checked the device only to learn that 16 

The anonymity and the global nature of 
the Internet make its use by sexual 

predators a predictable threat, although 

most parents are unaware of the danger 

it poses to their children. Online 

predators look for children who are 

emotionally vulnerable or who do not 

appear to have a stable home life. The 

predator listens and sympathizes with 

the minor. These predators are skilled 

manipulators, and the students they 

prey on do not have the maturity or life 

experience to counter their advances. 

The predator begins building an “us- 

against-them” relationship that drives a 

wedge between the minor and 

trustworthy adults. The predator 

intensifies the relationship by seducing 

the child. They groom the minor through 

affection, attention, flattery, kindness, 
and even gifts, making the minor child 
feel special.  Brought to you by Cyber Safety 

Cop - Clayton Cranford, Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department 
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